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Before the outbreak of World War II, under the leadership of 
the German Empire, European countries redrawed the borders of Central 
European nations in several steps. Within the framework of these great power 
games, the boundaries of the newly formed Slovakia and its southern neighbour 
Hungary were marked in 1938 so none of the parties were really happy with the 
decision. The Hungarian side determined to command paramilitary units in 
addition to the professional army to the reclaimed territories, including 
Transcarpathia. Thus, the Ragged Guard, which was dismantled in 1921, was 
reactivated. 

The topic of this paper addresses how the Ragged Guard was 
reorganized from October 1938 onwards, and how roughly 30 to 40 armed men 
of Bosnian descent joined its contingent that had contained a high number Slav 
and Balkanic people in the early 1920s. This paper looks at all the preparations 
that Iván Héjjas has made to get the soldiers who have been disarmed for almost 
two decades to be reintroduced to the military life. This paper will argue that the 
Bosnian soldiers thus "enlisted" were essentially unprepared for the 
mobilization, did not have adequate clothing and armaments, and this may 
explain why, although they initially had military success,  suffered heavy losses 
when the Hungarian army in the spring of 1939 headed east through the 
Carpathians against the Soviet Union. This study examines Hungarian archival 
sources and analytical work in Hungarian, as well as an interview with a 
Hungarian soldier who was present on the spots where the Bosnian 
paramilitarists were the most active, in order to prove that the Bosnian soldiers 
operating in Transcarpathia were the bravest and most determined in Héjjas' 
unit. 
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World War II, Hungary, Slovakia, Transcarpathia, Ragged 
Guard

Prije izbijanja Drugog svjetskog rata, pod vodstvom 
Njema kog carstva, evropske zemlje su u nekoliko koraka prekrajale granice 
srednjoevropskih nacija. U okviru ovih igara velikih sila, granice novoformirane 
Slova in 

ila 
da pored profesionalne vojske komanduje i paravojnim jedinicama na 

uju i Zakarpatje. Tako je ponovo aktivirana 

godine. 
Tema ovog rada govori o tome kako je Rong

-ih. Ovaj rad se bavi svim pripremama koje 

odje etku imali vojni 
arska vojska u prolje e 1939. krenuo 

arske 
arhivske izvore i s arskom jeziku, kao i intervju sa 
ma
paramilitaristi bili najaktivniji, kako bi se dokazalo da su bosanski vojnici koji 
su djelovali u Zakarpatju bili najhrabriji  

arska, Slova ka, Zakarpatje, 
Otrcana garda.
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Magyar-Csehszlovák konfliktus Dercen környékén 1938 októberében
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A magyarországi iszlám kutatás újabb kori történetéhez


