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folytatta, a képzés keretein belül ösztöndíjjal tanult a prágai Károly Egyetemen. 
Doktori tanulmányaival egy időben ösztöndíjasként tanult a College of Europe 
mesterképzésén, ahol európai politikatudomány és közigazgatás szakon vég-
zett. Felsőfokú tanulmányait román, német, angol és francia nyelveken végezte.

Tudományos tevékenysége során országos kutatói pályázatot nyert 
2014-ben, amelynek szakmai felügyelője a Magyar Tudományos Akadémia 
volt, valamint 2017-ben az Új Nemzeti Kiválóság Program ösztöndíjpályázatán 
nyert doktorjelölt kategóriában. Számos nemzetközi konferencián adott elő, 
és több hazai és nemzetközileg is jegyzett folyóiratban megjelent publikációja 
van. Oktatott a Budapesti Corvinus Egyetemen és a Nemzeti Közszolgálati 
Egyetemen.

Kutatóként dolgozott az NKE Amerika Tanulmányok Kutatóintézetben, 
munkáját 2020-tól az Európa Stratégia Kutatóintézetben (EUSTRAT) foly-
tatja. Itt elsősorban a gazdasági és pénzügyi, valamint kohéziós politikákkal 
foglalkozik, de a szakterületei közé tartozik a szociális politikák, a nyilvános 
diplomácia, az európai és amerikai identitás, a társadalmi mozgalmak, vala-
mint a társadalmi tőke is.

Miszlivetz Áron James 2012–2015 között a leideni egyetem nemzetközi tanulmá-
nyok (BA) hallgatója, majd 2018-ban a bruges-i College of Europe, Nemzetközi 
Kapcsolatok és Diplomácia szakirány ösztöndíjas mesterhallgatója. Diploma-
munkáját az EU antikorrupciós tevékenységéről írta az ukrán védelmi szektor-
ban, amely során elnyerte a legjobb antikorrupciós témájú szakdolgozat díját. 
2018-tól az Európai Uniós Ügyekért Felelős Államtitkárság főosztályvezető-
helyetteseként, jelenleg a kabinetben segíti a magyar EU-s szakpolitikák koor-
dinációját. 2020 márciusától a Nemzeti Közszolgálati Egyetem Európa Stratégia 
Kutatóintézet kutatója. 2021 márciusától az Európai Bizottság Szomszédság-
politika és Bővítés Főigazgatóságán kiküldött nemzeti szakértőként segíti 
a Bizottság munkáját.

Kutatási témái: EU-s szomszédságpolitika, Keleti Partnerség, Nyugat-
Balkán, EU-s biztonság- és védelempolitika, EU–NATO-kapcsolatok.

Dr. Navracsics Tibor 1990-ben szerzett diplomát az ELTE Állam- és Jogtudományi 
Karán. 1999-ben doktorált az ELTE ÁJK-n politikatudományból. 2006-tól 2014-ig 
a Fidesz országgyűlési képviselője és frakcióvezetője volt. 2010 és 2014 között 
közigazgatási és igazságügyi miniszteri és miniszterelnök-helyettesi pozíciót 
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Áron James Miszlivetz

Western Balkans at the Door:  
The New Enlargement Package

On the 6th of October, the new Enlargement Package1 was presented by 
Commissioner Várhelyi which include the progress of reforms of the Western 
Balkan countries. In one way, this is seen as a milestone which will decide the 
future relationship of the EU and its Southern neighbourhood. While candidate 
countries long for a membership in the European club, the future with Turkey 
is developing towards a different path. What does this new situation mean for 
the region? How motivated will the candidate countries be to follow reforms, 
and are there any leading candidates that can push the region towards a deeper 
European integration?

First and foremost, we still face a global pandemic which put all European 
countries into economic recession while putting increased pressure onto 
the healthcare system. To mitigate the negative outcomes of the pandemic, 
the Commission proposed a package worth 3.3 billion euros,2 to keep the 
economies afloat and to save as many lives as possible. Countries which are 
the most “advanced” in policy implementation such as North Macedonia and 
Albania will soon receive the negotiating framework for EU accession which is 
currently being debated in the Union. One of the main priorities of the German 
Presidency was to start at least one Intergovernmental Conference with one 
of the two candidate countries. Importantly, the revised and more flexible 
accession methodology has been fully implemented into the – now even more 
specific – country reports.

Regarding one of the main reformers, North Macedonia, the Commission 
has viewed considerable progress regarding implemented reforms in the 
area of civil service, judiciary, human rights, freedom of speech, regional 
cooperation. It also takes note that the country in the meanwhile has joined3 
NATO which is a great success. Overall, the Commission has given a green light 

1  European Commission: Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, 
the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. 
2020 Communication on EU enlargement policy. Brussels, 06 October 2020.
2  European Council: Infographic – COVID-19: over €3.3 billion support for the Western Balkans.
3  North Atlantic Treaty Organization: North Macedonia joins NATO as 30th Ally, 27 March 2020.
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for the candidate country to start accession negotiations once the negotiating 
framework has been adopted by the EU member states.

For Albania, the EU sees considerable progress in civil service and judicial 
reforms. The country has set up a Special Prosecutors Office for Anti-Corruption 
and has been more tough in dismantling organised crime networks. This has 
been reinforced by initiating the National Bureau of Investigation.4 It has also 
strengthened the country’s legal base towards reinforcing the Constitutional 
and the Supreme Court. The EU’s executive body sees the country fit to enter 
into negotiations to become a full EU member.

Montenegro has been a moderate performer regarding judicial reforms5 and 
implementing freedom and security, however, it has more important work to 
do regarding anti-corruption efforts and implementing stronger policies for 
freedom of speech and expression. Overall, the Commission identified that 
Montenegro made relevant progress, but will have to continue to reach its 
interim benchmarks regarding the rule of law.

One of the main strategic priorities of Serbia is joining the EU within the 
foreseeable future. Its main prerogative is the continuation of the Belgrade–
Pristina Dialogue and the normalisation of the Serbia–Kosovo relationship. 
The Commission declared that the country will need to speed up fight 
against organised crime and corruption, implementing reforms regarding 
an independent judiciary6 in order to create a binding, mutual agreement 
with Kosovo. This is a prerequisite for proceeding on the path towards EU 
integration.

For Bosnia and Kosovo, the Commission still believes that more efforts 
need to be done, for the former regarding guaranteeing basic rights,7 while 
for the latter in fighting corruption. The instable political environment in 
Kosovo is also coupled with it being a main migratory route, meaning it will 
need increased assistance from the EU and its neighbourhood to stabilise the 
situation.

While all countries above seek a European path, Turkey has been faced 
with external threats, while promoting its regional interest through power 

4  Albania’s National Bureau of Investigation (NBI). Three lessons for the region. Legal and Poli-
tical Studies, May 2018.
5  European Commission: Key findings of the 2020 Report on Montenegro. Brussels, 06 October 
2020.
6  European Commission: Key findings of the 2020 Report on Serbia. Brussels, 06 October 2020. 
7  European Commission: Key findings on the 2020 Report on Bosnia and Herzegovina. Brussels, 
06 October 2020.
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projection in Syria, the Mediterranean and the Caucasus. What makes the 
situation more complex is Turkey’s increasing divergence8 from NATO’s 
regional interests and those of the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy. It 
is currently difficult to predict, how the external factors will impact EU–Turkey 
relations; however, basic dialogue has always been on the table.

Regardless of above-mentioned regional power games, the EU’s plan is to 
create a smaller form of cooperation among the WB6 (Western Balkans six) 
in creating a “mini-Schengen”9 simultaneously pushing for individual country 
reforms. Despite the ongoing pandemic, the progress made in Albania and 
North Macedonia could pave the way for other neighbours to become an 
EU member which would enable deeper and faster increased economic and 
security convergence. In the 21st century small and medium-sized countries can 
only progress through enhanced cooperation. Deeper regional collaboration 
would not only be unprecedented, looking back at the tragic history of the 
Balkans. It would also open doors for interregional cooperation with the V4 in 
the areas of economy and defence. Geographically, the Western Balkans is in 
the south, but it mostly influenced the history of Central Eastern Europe (and 
vice-versa). This means that the two regions have a better understanding of 
each other than with the North or the West. The Western Balkans – Central 
Eastern European multiregional cooperation could not only be beneficial for 
single countries, but could contribute to the overall economic competitiveness, 
security and prosperity of the EU in an ever-uncertain decade.

09 October 2020

References

Albania’s National Bureau of Investigation (NBI). Three lessons for the region. Legal and Political 
Studies, May 2018. Online: www.legalpoliticalstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/
GLPS-Policy-Analysis-Albania%E2%80%99s-national-bureau-of-investigation.pdf

European Commission: Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the 
Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. 
2020  Communication on EU enlargement policy. Brussels, 06  October 2020.  Online: 
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/system/files/2020-10/20201006-
communication-on-eu-enlargement-policy_en.pdf

8  European Commission: Key findings of the 2020 Report on Turkey. Brussels, 06 October 2020.
9  Izetbegović: ‘Mini-Schengen’ is a good chance for Bosnia and Herzegovina. European Western 
Balkans, 25 September 2020.

http://www.legalpoliticalstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/GLPS-Policy-Analysis-Albania%E2%80%99s-national-bureau-of-investigation.pdf
http://www.legalpoliticalstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/GLPS-Policy-Analysis-Albania%E2%80%99s-national-bureau-of-investigation.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/system/files/2020-10/20201006-communication-on-eu-enlargement-policy_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/system/files/2020-10/20201006-communication-on-eu-enlargement-policy_en.pdf


Áron James Miszlivetz

220 EUSTRAT 2020

European Council: Infographic – COVID-19: over €3.3 billion support for the Western Balkans. 
Online: www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/economic-support-to-western-
balkans/

European Commission: Key findings on the 2020 Report on Bosnia and Herzegovina. Brussels, 
06  October 2020.  Online: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/
COUNTRY_20_1793

European Commission: Key findings of the 2020 Report on Montenegro. Brussels, 06 October 
2020. Online: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/COUNTRY_20_1796

European Commission: Key findings of the 2020  Report on Serbia. Brussels, 06  October 
2020. Online: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/COUNTRY_20_1792

European Commission: Key findings of the 2020  Report on Turkey. Brussels, 06  October 
2020. Online: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/COUNTRY_20_1792

Izetbegović: ‘Mini-Schengen’ is a good chance for Bosnia and Herzegovina. European Western 
Balkans, 25 September 2020. Online: https://europeanwesternbalkans.com/2020/09/25/
izetbegovic-mini-schengen-is-a-good-chance-for-bosnia-and-herzegovina/

North Atlantic Treaty Organization: North Macedonia joins NATO as 30th Ally, 27 March 
2020. Online: www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_174589.htm

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/economic-support-to-western-balkans/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/economic-support-to-western-balkans/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/COUNTRY_20_1793
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/COUNTRY_20_1793
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/COUNTRY_20_1796
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/COUNTRY_20_1792
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/COUNTRY_20_1792
https://europeanwesternbalkans.com/2020/09/25/izetbegovic-mini-schengen-is-a-good-chance-for-bosnia-and-herzegovina/
https://europeanwesternbalkans.com/2020/09/25/izetbegovic-mini-schengen-is-a-good-chance-for-bosnia-and-herzegovina/
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_174589.htm


Az EUSTRAT Műhelytanulmányok a Nemzeti Közszolgálati 
Egyetem Eötvös József Kutatóközpont Európa Stratégia Kutató
intézet munkatársainak azon gyorsjelentéseit tartalmazza, 
amelyek meghaladják egy blogbejegyzés terjedelmét, tanulmá-
nyok előtanulmányaiként szolgálnak. Célunk, hogy minél aktuá-
lisabb témákat dolgozzunk fel, kutatási részeredmények bemu-
tatásával. Az elemzések az Európai Bizottság struktúrájának 
megfelelően a magyarországi viszonylatban is kiemelten kezelt 
szakpolitikákat fogják össze, úgymint a biztonság- és védelem-
politika, a demokrácia és jogállamiság, a digitalizáció, a gaz-
daság és pénzügy, a kisebbségpolitika, az oktatás és kultúra, 
valamint a szomszédság- és bővítéspolitika.

A tanulmánykötetet ajánljuk az Európai Unió iránt érdeklődő 
szakmai közvélemény számára, amely az európai integráció-
ról való intenzívebb kommunikációt szolgálja magyar és angol 
nyelven egyaránt.

The EUSTRAT Working Papers contains quick reports from 
the researchers of the Europe Strategy Research Institute of 
the Eötvös József Research Center at the University of Public 
Service, which exceed the scope of a blog post, and serve as 
preliminary studies. Our goal is to process current topics by 
presenting partial research results. In line with the structure 
of the European Commission, the analyzes bring together 
policies that are a priority in Hungary, such as security and 
defense policy, democracy and the rule of law, digitalisation, 
economy and finance, minority policy, education and culture, 
neighborhood and enlargement policy.

I recommend the working papers to the professional public 
interested in the European Union, which serves for more 
intensive communication about European integration in both 
Hungarian and English languages.
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