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SzerzOk rovid szakmai életrajza

folytatta, a képzés keretein beliil 6sztondijjal tanult a pragai Karoly Egyetemen.
Doktori tanulmanyaival egy id6ben 6sztondijasként tanult a College of Europe
mesterképzésén, ahol eurépai politikatudomdany és kézigazgatas szakon vég-
zett. Fels6foku tanulmanyait roman, német, angol és francia nyelveken végezte.

Tudomdnyos tevékenysége sordn orszagos kutatéi palydzatot nyert
2014-ben, amelynek szakmai feliigyel6je a Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia
volt, valamint 2017-ben az Uj Nemzeti Kival6sag Program 6sztondijpalyazatan
nyert doktorjelolt kategéridban. Szamos nemzetkdzi konferencidn adott el6,
és tobb hazai és nemzetkozileg is jegyzett folydiratban megjelent publikacioja
van. Oktatott a Budapesti Corvinus Egyetemen és a Nemzeti Kozszolgalati
Egyetemen.

Kutatéként dolgozott az NKE Amerika Tanulméanyok Kutatéintézetben,
munkajat 2020-t6l az Eurdpa Stratégia Kutatéintézetben (EUSTRAT) foly-
tatja. Itt els6sorban a gazdasagi és pénziigyi, valamint kohézios politikakkal
foglalkozik, de a szaktertiletei kozé tartozik a szocialis politikak, a nyilvanos
diplomacia, az eurépai és amerikai identitas, a tarsadalmi mozgalmak, vala-
mint a tarsadalmi téke is.

Miszlivetz Aron James 2012-2015 kozott a leideni egyetem nemzetkozi tanulma-
nyok (BA) hallgatéja, majd 2018-ban a bruges-i College of Europe, Nemzetkozi
Kapcsolatok és Diplomacia szakirany 6sztondijas mesterhallgatéja. Diploma-
munkajat az EU antikorrupcids tevékenységérdl irta az ukran védelmi szektor-
ban, amely soran elnyerte a legjobb antikorrupcios témaji szakdolgozat dijat.
2018-t6l az Eurépai Uniés Ugyekért Felelés Allamtitkarsag féosztalyvezets-
helyetteseként, jelenleg a kabinetben segiti a magyar EU-s szakpolitikak koor-
dinacidjat. 2020 marciusatél a Nemzeti Kozszolgalati Egyetem Eurépa Stratégia
Kutatdintézet kutatédja. 2021 marciusatdl az Eurdpai Bizottsag Szomszédsag-
politika és Bévités Foigazgatosagan kikiildott nemzeti szakért6ként segiti
a Bizottsag munkajat.

Kutatasi témai: EU-s szomszédsagpolitika, Keleti Partnerség, Nyugat-
Balkan, EU-s biztonsag- és védelempolitika, EU-NATO-kapcsolatok.

Dr. Navracsics Tibor 1990-ben szerzett diplomat az ELTE Allam- és Jogtudomanyi
Karan. 1999-ben doktoralt az ELTE AJK-n politikatudomanybél. 2006-t61 2014-ig
aFidesz orszaggylési képviseldje és frakcidvezetdje volt. 2010 és 2014 kozott
kozigazgatasi és igazsagligyi miniszteri és miniszterelnok-helyettesi poziciét
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Aron James Miszlivetz

Reimagining European Enlargement:
A New Way Forward?
- —

The 2019 European Council conclusions stated that member states are fully
committed towards the enlargement of the Western Balkans with special
regards to North Macedonia and Albania and to make a decisive decision by
October 2019. In 2020 the EU faces new challenges in its southern neighbour-
hood where it needs to strengthen its political, economic and security commit-
ments. Therefore the European Commission released a revised enlargement
methodology which means the two candidate countries will need to adapt to
new measures. At the same time the enlargement process includes reversible
effects which can change the appetite for joining the European club. The new
Hungarian Commissioner for Enlargement was ambitious in setting concrete
goals, while also pushing member states towards greater support. Hungary
has been providing assistance regarding the implementation for reforms in the
form of “integration experts” who work closely with the host country’s gover-
nment. For Hungary, the Western Balkans enlargement is not only of economic
importance, but also holds implications geopolitically, security-wise including
minority rights. Overall, a successful strategy can strengthen competitiveness
not only on a regional, but EU-wide level.

The birth of a more credible, dynamic, predictable
and political EU accession process

While the European Council conclusions of last June call for a more robust
enlargement policy vis-a-vis the Western Balkans, the concerns of France have
halted the opening of accession talks with North Macedonia and Albania. The
Macedonian leadership made great commitments towards deeper European
integration by changing the country’s name - thus changing its own iden-
tity - to North Macedonia. The constitutional change known as the Prespa
Agreement was first symbolically ratified by Greece bringing the country closer
to European economic and political integration. Nevertheless, the two candi-
date countries are still in the waiting room despite the efforts made. Out of

EU



Reimagining European Enlarcement: A New Way Forward?

the 27 EU members, France raised concerns pushing for a more credible, goal-
oriented and pragmatic enlargement process. The new proposal laid down by
the new Commissioner for Enlargement Mr. Varhelyi entitled A more credible,
dynamic, predictable and political EU accession process made the process more
flexible, reversible with a possibility to speed up accession talks than before.
This means that countries striving for accession can also have certain access
to EU funds and be part of common EU projects which can facilitate their
integration into the Union. On the other hand, the opening of chapters can be
halted in case of a fallback in reforms. This way the process can be slowed
down or accelerated, which resembles the “carrots and sticks” policy the EU
often uses towards its external partners.

Western Balkans from a Hungarian perspective

The EU can only make integration successful if it involves EU member states
who have firsthand experience from EU accession such as the vigorous adop-
tion of the acquis communautaire. From Hungary’s perspective the Western
Balkans integration is not purely of economic importance. The connection of
the countries involves a wide range of important issues from a security per-
spective, involving tackling illegal migration, protecting the rights of natio-
nal minorities and cooperating in the EU’s external border management, as
well as developing exports and financing green investment projects.! With
over 15 years of EU membership and a great knowledge of EU institutions
and decision-making process, Hungary can make use of its past experience as
a regional actor for enhanced integration. In practice, the country provides
integration experts to several countries in the region, including Montenegro,
Albania or North Macedonia. The closer relationship will gain momentum, as
the United Kingdom leaves the European Union in such uncertain times. The
focus is now shifting towards Central Eastern Europe and the Western Balkans.
While the Instrument for Pre-Accession 11l as part of the multiannual financial
framework will continue to be vital for those seeking EU accession, the support
of regional actors with the historical experience of new member states will be
capable in building a direct social, cultural, economic and mobility link which

! The Hungarian Government has set up the Western Balkans Green Center in order to support
the green transition of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, North Macedonia, Montenegro
and Serbia which will transform into a regional multi-donor fund by 2021.
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Aron James Miszlivetz

can serve as a pragmatic example. For example, the Via Carpatia moving from
the Baltic states via the Visegrad countries down to Greece can serve as a new
example for a possible EU-Western Balkans highway and transport corridor.
Overall, the Commission presented a positive progress report for Albania
and North Macedonia, which can provide a strong incentive for all members
of the European Council to fully endorse the beginning of accession talks with
North Macedonia and Albania by the end of this year. This will not only give
a boost to counter enlargement fatigue, but also increase regional and overall
EU competitiveness creating a stronger and more committed partnership with
neighbouring countries and increasing the overall security of our Union.

13 March 2020
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Az EUSTRAT Miihelytanulmanyok a Nemzeti Kozszolgalati
Egyetem Eotvos Jozsef Kutatokdzpont Eurdpa Stratégia Kutatd-
intézet munkatarsainak azon gyorsjelentéseit tartalmazza,
amelyek meghaladjak egy blogbejegyzés terjedelmét, tanulma-
nyok el6tanulmanyaiként szolgalnak. Célunk, hogy minél aktua-
lisabb témakat dolgozzunk fel, kutatasi részeredmények bemu-
tatasaval. Az elemzések az Eurdpai Bizottsag struktirajanak
megfelel6en a magyarorszagi viszonylatban is kiemelten kezelt
szakpolitikakat fogjak 6ssze, igymint a biztonsag- és védelem-
politika, a demokracia és jogallamisag, a digitalizacio, a gaz-
dasag és pénziigy, a kisebbségpolitika, az oktatas és kultura,
valamint a szomszédsag- és bdvitéspolitika.

A tanulmanykotetet ajanljuk az Eurdpai Unid irant érdekl6dé
szakmai kozvélemény szamara, amely az eurdpai integracio-
rol valé intenzivebb kommunikacidt szolgalja magyar és angol
nyelven egyarant.

*

The EUSTRAT Working Papers contains quick reports from
the researchers of the Europe Strategy Research Institute of
the E6tvos Jozsef Research Center at the University of Public
Service, which exceed the scope of a blog post, and serve as
preliminary studies. Our goal is to process current topics by
presenting partial research results. In line with the structure
of the European Commission, the analyzes bring together
policies that are a priority in Hungary, such as security and
defense policy, democracy and the rule of law, digitalisation,
economy and finance, minority policy, education and culture,
neighborhood and enlargement policy.

[ recommend the working papers to the professional public
interested in the European Union, which serves for more
intensive communication about European integration in both
Hungarian and English languages.
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