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THE SCIENTIFIC PROBLEM

Inmid-^thcenturyfoundedOfficers’Clubs^nHungarycalledas’Casinos’) -

likeallaroundinEurope-

wereveryhelpfulandmoreeffectivecommunitybuilding,knowledgeprovidinginstitutions for the 

Hungarian officercorps until 1944.

Inthepost-

IIWorldWarperiod,thepubliceducationalinstitutionsranbyHungarianPeople'sArmywerenotsuita 

bleforthecontinuationofearliertraditions,whichledtothedeath ofthe spirit ofthese clubs.

Atthebeginningofthiscentury,aftertheabolitionoftheconscriptmilitarysystem- 

amidthegrowingeconomicdifficulties-ithasbecomeacommonviewthatthesoldiersdonotneed 

communitylife because theyareorganizing their free time themselves.

Indeed,theformerculturalcentreshavelosttheirraisond'etre,buttheneedincreasedonceagaininth 

eprofessionalarmytodevelopandstrengthenthecorporatespirit.Historicalexperienceshowsthatthe 

mosteffectiveinstitutionofthisistheOfficers’Club.Thesocialesteemoftheofficercorpswaslargelyd 

eterminedbyculturalindicators,moralityandahighdegreeofprofessionalknowledgeintheMonarch 

yandbetweenthetwoworldwars.Officersoftheabovementionederacanbeexemplaryinpreservetrad 

ition,ineducationforpatriotism, in the military-ethical,moral and socialrole-takingbehaviour.

Thedevelopmentofthearmedforcesculturallife,possiblyitsnegativetendenciesandpotentialimp

actonthecrew-andespeciallyfortheprofessionals-

hasalwaysbeeninthecentreofmyinterest.Thisisn’tacoincidence,sinceIhaveservednearly25yearsin 

suchkind ofpositions what iscallednowadays fashionably‘culturalmanager’.

Alreadyasamilitarycollegecadet,andthenfrom1983asafreshmanofficerIcouldfeelthepositivef 

unctionsoftheoperatinggarrisonclubs,whichwerepromotingnetworkandfostering 

asenseofcommunityand -  not least -providingakind ofsocial, helper umbrella.

DespitethefactthatIhavehadonlycoupleoftimesthechancetovisittheOfficers’HouseontheVaci 

StreetinBudapest,itseleganceimpressedme.Intheearly90s,asanofficerinchargeofculturalaffairsIw 

assupervising14clubsofthe3rdMilitaryDistrictwhichwasstationedinCegled.Thisresponsibleposit 

ionmeantformeahugechallengeandagreathonor also.Unfortunately,Iwas participatingofthe 

closureofsomeclubsorofthetransferofthemforthelocalgovernments.Thistrendcontinuesuntiltoda 

y,andasaresult-intheclassicsense-

nordoesanyofthemoperate.Thisfact,aswellastotryfindingawayout,encouragedmetochoosethetop

icofmydoctoraldissertationtheoperationoftheOfficers’Clubsbetweentwoworldwars.Ineedtoaddt

hatthistopicisalmostcompletelyunknownby
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thepublicandnotseriouslyanddeeplyresearchedbyanyone.Itmotivatesme-

inthebelieftorestartthem-

alsotoanalysetherelatedresultsandtoprovidesomeusefulsuggestionsfortodaydecision-makers 

howto runthese institutions.

HYPOTHESES

At the beginningofmywork thefollowinghypotheseswere set up:

1) IassumedthatthegarrisonOfficers'Clubs,whichwerefoundedinthe1860- 

ies,weretheprefiguration ofthe laterestablishedNationalOfficers’ Club (NOC).

2) Inthe 19th centurystartedOfficers’Clubmovementwasexpandedduringtheperiod 

between the twoworldwars,bythe completion ofNOC.

3) IntheperiodbetweenofthetwoworldwarstheNationalOfficers’Clubplayedasignificantroleinth 

eeducationoftheofficercorpsandshapingandstrengtheningthespiritof them.

4) NowadaystheoperationofNOCcouldbeanexamplefortheHungarianArmedForcescultural 

institutions.

RESEARCHOBJECTIVES

1) I’mconductingaresearch,andthenIwillanalyseandevaluatetherootsoftheHungarianOfficer’s 

Club (Casino)movement,aswellas its keyfeatures.

2) Onthebasisofarchival,bibliographicsourcesandmediaI’mdefiningtheestablishingdate,thecirc 

umstancesandthemostimportantcharacteristicsofthefirstHungarianOfficers’Club.

3) Iintroducethecircumstancesoftheestablishment(founding)andtheoperationalcharacteristics 

ofthementioned VâciStreetOfficers’ Club.

4) IprocessandanalysetheoperationofNOCbetweenthetwoworldwars,accordingtoitsmainactiviti 

es,which was systematizedbyme.

5) IsummarizebrieflythecurrentstatusoftheculturalinstitutionsoftheHungarianDefenceForces,an 

dbasedonthat,combinedwiththeconclusionsIrecommendsomecurrentandfuture tasks 

ofthepossible NOC.
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APPLIED RESEARCHM ETHODS

InordertoachievetheresearchobjectivesofthedissertationIprecededalengthydatacollection,org

anizationanddocumentdiscovery.Becauseofthefactthatthebibliographicalresourceswerefairlylim

ited,itwasneededtotakeintoaccountthespecificandtraditionalresearchmethodsaswell.

InordertoachievetheresearchgoalsIreliedprimarilyonarchives,butIdiscovered,analysedandcla

ssified

therelatedsubjectliteratureandpublications.ItwasneededtounderstandbettertheOfficers’Cluboper 

ationintheperiodbetweenthetwoworldwars,soitwasimportanttodealwitheconomic,politicalandcu 

lturalpeculiaritiesandtheconsequencesresultingtherefrom.In orderto achieve this,Imapped the 

relatedbibliography.

Keywordsearchesontheinternetfacilitatedsuccessfullyalsothedatacollection.Thecontemporar

ypress-be/wasitcivilianormilitary-

hasservedalotofadditionalknowledgeoftheClubs’operation.Amongtheforeignresourcesthereares 

omeextremelyimportantdocuments,suchasthe‘Kriegsarchiv’(Vienna,Austria)paperswhichprove 

thatthefirstOfficers’ Club (Casino)wasestablished in 1861 in Budapest.

BeforefinishingthedissertationIpublishedtheinterimresults,whichsignificantlycontributedalot 

tothelaststagesofthework.Afterformulatingsomepartialandthentheaggregate conclusionsIset up 

recommendationsfor the Officers’ Clubs future operation.

Irealizedduringtheresourcecollectionthatmyeffortisniche,duethefactthatnobodywaswritingan 

yPhDdissertationonthistopic,evenarticlesweremadeinoneortwotimesfocusingongeneralmatters/ 

descriptionoftheOfficers’Clubs.Dr.BelaNovak,dr.GaborPajkossyandMrJ6zsefB6l6nywerefocu 

singonOfflcers’Clubhistory,whowerepublishingsomerelatedarticlestoo.Mr.JanosBogargaveath 

oroughdescriptionaboutthecapitol’sOfficer’Clublifeinhisbook,titled“Threedecadesofthegentlem 

enclublife”(inHungarian:„Haromevtizedegyurikaszin6eleteb6l”).Nowadays,Ms.E6ryGabriellai 

sfocusingoncasinohistory,butfocusingonthecivilianones(especiallyontheNationalCivilianCasin

o).However, a detailedresearch and analyse didn’t happenuntil now.

ThefirstresourcewhichhasgotsomedetailsofthistopicwaswrittenbyMr.DanczerAlfonsin1899,t

itled„Ourarmedforces.ThefolksoftheAustro-

HungarianMonarchyinarmsandunderflags”(InHungarian:„Amihadseregunk.Azosztrak- 

magyarmonarchianepeifegyverbeneszaszl6kalatt”).Somelexiconsarementioning 

thistopicinafewlinesbutinaquitesuccinctly -sometimeswrong-

way.IwasconductingmyresearchintheNational Archives,intheNationalSzechenyiLibrary,intheM 

ilitaryHistoryMuseumandArchives
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andinBudapestArchivestoo.Furthermore,thecontemporarypressandfilmarchivesaddedmanyhelp

tomywork,eventhoughIfoundonlyfragmentedmaterials.Theonlyreliableandbackgroundmaterial

wasthesocalled“Kaszino-

Lap”(CasinoNews),whichwasaperiodicalofNOC.Thisnewspaperwasfoundedin1929- 

anddespitethefactthatsomearticleswerecontradictory- itgave forme muchinformation.

BRIEFDESCRIPTION OFTHE ANALYSES

I arrangedmydissertationaccordingtomyresearch objectives.

In  the first chapterlreview the literatureonthe subject.

InthesecondchapterIformulatethescientificproblem,setupthehypotheses,andIdefinethe 

researchobjectives and methods.

InthethirdchapterIreview,analyzeandevaluatetheestablishmentofOfficers’ClubsuntiltheFirst

WorldWar.Inparticular,Iidentifytheclub(casino)concept,andthecircumstancesoftheircreationinE

urope.AlsointhischapterIpresentthehistoryoftheclub(casino)movementinHungary,aswellaskeyf

eaturesofit.AfterthisIanalyzethedateandestablishmentcircumstancesofthefirstHungarianOfficers

'Club.UsingthecontemporarydocumentsIpresentthecreationeffortsandthecircumstancesbuilding

itsheadquarter.InthelastpartofthischapterI’mdealingwiththeoperationoftheOfficers’Clubsuntilth

eFirstWorld War.

InthefourthchapterIintroducethekeyfeaturesoftheHungarianofficersbetweenthetwoworldwars.

Thisincludesthepolitical,economicandculturalrelationsoftheHungariansocietytoo.Ianalyzethepo

st-

firstworldwarmilitaryrelations,thecomposition,origin,socialstatusandfinancialsituationoftheoffi 

cercorps.Afterthepresentationofthepublicthinkingand militaryawarenessIdescribe the officers’ 

literacyin aseparate section.

Inthefifthchapter-according tosystematizedprincipalactivitiesandaspects-

I’mgathering,processing,andanalyzingtheoperationofOfficers’ClubbetweenthetwoWorldWars.I 

naseparatesectionthescientificandeducationalactivi ties, literary contests, thesocalled"Gobletspeec 

hes,Mthecasinocinemas,theballs,eveningparties,concerts,danceandentertainmentevents,thecasin 

osports-relatedactivitiesarepresented,aswellastheso-calledwelfare institutions. 

InthesixthchapterIbrieflysummarizethecurrentstateoftheculturalinstitutionsoftheHungarianDe 

fenceForces.

In  the seventhchapterI formulate the summarizedconclusions.
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The eighthchapter contains alist of scientific achievements.

IntheninthchapterIproposerecommendationsbasedontheresearchfindingsandonthecurrentandfut 

ure tasks regardingOfficers’ Clubs (Casinos).

The doctoralthesisendswith the citedbibliographyandwith alist of publications.
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SUMMARIZED CONCLUSIONS

InEurope,meetingpoints(usuallymentionedas„casinos”)arealreadyexistedandoperatedfromth

e17thCentury.Suchplaces-establishedtorousesociallife-

didnotexistinHungary.TheirappearanceinHungaryisowingtocountIstvânSzéchenyi,whofounded

thefirstsuchplaceinHungaryin1827,patternedaftertheBritishstyle.Itwasthe„PestiCasino”,thefirst

„rallypoint”inPest.Fromthatpointon,thenumberofcasinos-

importantorganizationsofthereformeraandthefightforcivilizationandindependence-

hasbeguntoincreasinglygrow.Thepopularcasino-

campaignwasstoppedbythestrictprovisions,followingtheendofthefreedomfight,buttheinterimrel

apsedidnottakesolongtopreventtherestartofthecasino-

campaign,someyearsbeforetheCompromisein1867.Thankstothis,fromthatpoint,theestablishmen 

tofcasinoshasbecometoanacceptedphenomena,notin the capitalonly. Casinos built even in the 

cities ofthe countryside and intownsaswell.

Attendingacasinowasnotaprivilegeofthearistocracyanymore,becausedifferentiationofsocialcl

asseshasbegun,furthermore,newcasinosweresetupbyseveralprofessions,liketheOfficers’Clubs,et

c.CasinoslivedtheirheydaysintheperiodbetweentheCompromiseandWorldWarI.Another,lastpro 

speritytookfrom 1920bytheendofW orldWarII,moreprecisely,bythetakeoverofthe Arrow 

CrossParty.

InBudapest,theOfficers’Club,formedintheKâroly-

casernin1861,waspatternedafterthePrussianstyle.Thedestinationofthecasinowastoprovideopport

unitytoformandsustainintellectualrelationsbetweenofficersofallmilitaryunitsandbranchesgarriso

nedinBudapest,furthermore,tostrengthencomradeshipandtofacilitatepublicspirit.Thecasino’slon

g-

runoperationandregularmaintenancewasgrantedbythecasino’scomprehensiveandprudentstatutes

,controllingorganizationsandcommittees.Socialplaces,fittedupintheKâroly-

caserne,servedtheofficercorpseffectively.Yearbyyear,thecasinohostedmultipleevents,shows,con

certsandthepopularandgentledancing-

partiesaswell,bytheendofthe19thcentury.Fromthatpoint,anewchronologybegins.Atthistime,the

Army’sleaderscreatedanewplan,aimingtheestablishmentofanewStaffBuilding,inwhichtheOffice

rs’Casinowouldtakeplace,inadditiontotheHeadquartersandtheMilitaryStaff.Theplanwasapprove

d,thankstothiscircumstance-andtheassistanceofPrinceLobkowitz-

thebuildupofthenewclubhouseofthe“NationalOfficers’andAcademicClub(Casino)Association”,

or“NationalOfficers’Club”intheVâciStreetstartedintheperiodof1897-

1899.Fromthistime,notonlyVienna,butalsoBudapesttookprideinitsown,well-
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laidandbeautifullyfurnishedOfficers’Club.Atthispoint,notonlyanewcentury,butalsoanew,hopefu

lera

8



hasbegun in the existence ofthe Officers’ Club ofBudapest, a period lasted until the 

outbreakofWorld WarI.

TheNationalOfficers’Club,foundedin1899,shouldhavetorestartin1920onnewbasis,withservic

einterruptedduringtheGreatWarandthefollowing

period,theeraoftheHungarianRepublicofCouncils.Reconstructionfromtheshambles,causedbythe 

communismandtheRomanianoccupation,tookseveralyears.Inspiteofallodds,theClubbookedaspe 

ctacularsuccessbytheendofthedecade,squarelyconfirmedby6000membersand the high- 

qualityofthe content ofwork.

Duringtheexaminedperiod,theOfficers’Clubperformedhugeworkinthedisseminationofscienti

ficknowledge.Ifweanalyzethistopic,itisclearlyvisiblethat329presentationswereimplementedduri

ng

theseyears.Itmeansthatusually20presentationswerekeptayear.Atthebeginning,suchpresentations

focusedontopicsintroducingwartimeexperiencesandmilitaryhistory.Atthesametime,they

tookpainsoverthedemonstrationofacademicresultsintheareasoftheartofwar,warcraftandtechnolo

gicaldevelopment(militarytechnology).Othertopics,likephilosophy,religion,ideology-

fascism,irredentism,nationaltheory,adorationofItalianandGermanculture-

appearedconstantly.PresentationsrelatedtoTrianonandthebuildingofthefuturehadalsoaconsidera

blepopularity.Itisalsonotacoincidencethatrecitationsbegantoconcernthemattersofpreparationfor

warmoreandmore often,from themiddleofthe‘30s.AftertheoutbreakofWorld WarII,in addition

to

theshadowingoftheeventsofthewar,themostimportantaimwastoshareexperiencesandtoidentifyne 

wways.Itisveryimportanttounderlinethatsuchpresentationswerekeptbytheleaders ofthe Army, 

orits’ formercommandersand officerswithcombatexperiences.

The„Heroes’Goblet”wasfoundedby

thesameintention,namelythespiritualpreparationforwar.TheprimaryobjectiveoftheGoblet-

dinnersandthefollowingevents,theGoblet-

speecheswastostrengthenfaithcommunity,toimproveHungarianself-

awarenessandcomradeship.Sucheventswereveryexclusive,thankstothehighsocialrankofthelectur 

ersandthecrowdofnobleguests.Wecansay thattheGoblet-speecheswereoutstandingprotocol- 

eventsinthelifeoftheCasino,usuallypersonallyattendedbytheGovernorandhiswife.

Themovieofthecasinoservedtheguests,casino- 

membersandtheirfolksover30years.Themoviewasoneofthestrongpoints,whichwasoperatingwith 

thesameintensityduringwhole oftheyear,exceptthe three-month-longsummer holiday. 2-3 

presentations werekeptaday,fourtimesaweek.During

theoperation,themoviealwayssecureditsexclusivity,thankstostrictprovisionscontrollingthepeopl
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eattendingthemovie.Thiscinemawasoneofthe
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mostelegantonesinBudapest,butasaservice,itwasstillaffordable.Themilieuwascivilized,attended

byintelligentaudience.Themoviewasdevelopingconstantly,whichwas

-fromthemiddleofthe‘30s-arealsecond-runmovie,notjustoneamongmany.Itwasagloryto attend it 

even asa guest.

IntheClubmilieu-fromthebeginning-

thelevelofsociallifewasaveryimportantfactor.Themostcommontwothingshavebeenreportedfrom

thelastthirdofthe1800s:ontheonehandaboutthelectures(performances),ontheotherhandaboutthes

uccessfulballsandconcerts.

Inthereviewedperiod-iftheballs,concerts,fashioneventsarecalculated- 

itcanbestatedthatmorethan500ofsucheventswereorganized.Thelargenumberofeventsisshowingf 

orustheprogramfrequency.Ineachactiveseason,oneverySaturdaystherewasorganizedadanceeven 

tatthemainhalloftheClub.IneachyeartherewasNewY earsEvepartyand-exceptoftheyear of 1943- 

SantaClausEventforthekids.Therewereperformances,concerts,artloverseveningswheretheofficer 

sormanymembersoftheirfamiliesalsoperformed.Itisneededtobementionedthesocalledcharitableo 

rmitigatingpovertyconcerts,whichwasunder thepatronageofthe governor'swife.

Itisimportanttonotethattherewerewideprogramsofferedforchildrenentertainmentaswell.There

cognitionoftheinstitutioniswell-demonstrated

bythefactthatseveralprograms,competitions,concertswereorganizedonnational- 

levelandtheclub’sband(orchestra)waswell-knownbythepeopledueofradio broadcasting.

However,intheClubnotonlythecultural,butthesporteventswereconsideredtoo.Inparticular,the

mostimportantwastosupportfencing,modernpentathlon,shooting,rowing,tennisandrecreationals

ports.TheOfficers,FencingClubwasprovidingmoreandbetterperformancesince1925;soonitqualif

iedthemostsuccessfulprofessionalfencerdepartmentinthecountry.Itsmemberscouldn’tparticipate

ontheLosAngelesOlympicsin1932,butbythisyeartheClubdevelopedalreadyarealhighqualityanda

membershipofmorethan200people.Intheseconddecadeinordertoachievemoresuccessthenumber

offencingmastersandassistantshasbeensignificantlyincreased,providingfurthergrowth.Theyresp

ondedimmediatelytothesportchallenges(forexamplethatsabrefencing'spopularitygrew),asaresult

theywereabletocreateastrongbasisforfuturesportsuccesses.ItisanundeniablemeritoftheClubthatit

-astheonlysportorganizationinthattimeinthecountry-

createdthemodernpentathlondivisionandafewyearslatertheyformedtheshootingdivisionaswell.T 

hankstothefencers20,thepentathlonists10,theshooters2yearsoftirelessworkthe0fficers’Fencing 

Club wasprovidingthe country'sbestsportperformance.Therewas
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possibletoplaytennisandforrowing,howeverthesedivisionswerefoundedjustinmid1930,s.Theboa

thouseoftheClubwasbuiltonMargaretIslandanditwasprovidingenoughbackgroundforsuccess.ini

944therowingdivisionwasonthe2ndplaceinBudapest.Ofcourse,itwasunthinkablethattheClub’sten

nisplayersweren’tparticipatingonhighlevelcompetitions.

ItisanindisputablefactthattheOfficers’Clubwasbeingaccompaniedbyhigh- 

qualitywelfareservicesatalltimes.Theluxuriousequipment,themoderntechnologyhasalwaysbeen 

characteristic of thecasino.

Restaurantsandpubsoperateddownstairs,shopsandworkshopsperformingavarietyofservices-

theirreducedcostsandcheapfoodprices-

improvedtheClubcomfortlevel.Thehigheststandardsoftaste,convenienceandpracticalitywererec

ognizednotonlyathomebutalsoonabroad.ItisnocoincidencethatevendiplomatsoftenchosentheClu

bforalocationoftheirbanquet.AndwhatelsewasofferedbytheClub?Cheaptouristprograms,alimited

numberoffreechildsummerprograms,medicaladviceandlegalassistance.Itwaspossibletoaccesstot

heculturalandrecreationalservicesofferedbythecityonreducedcosts.Itwasavailable

avarietyofspecialized divisions for the members.

Thequickly wonprestigeandlong-

termreputationwasn ’ tcoinci dence. OnMargaretIslandbui ltboathousenotonly 

servedthesport,butalsoleisure,recreationandentertainmentactivities.

However,thispossibilityfrom1943-asaresultofthewar- 

wascancelledsuchastheNationalOfficers’ Club,whichwasoperated on Váci út 38, in Budapest.

BasedontheabovementionedfactswecanconfirmthattheClubs(casinos)-

includingtheOfficers’Clubstoo-

playedimportantroleinthedomesticsociallife.Clubsoperatinginthearmedforceswereprovidingcor 

rectconditionsforspendingfreetime,forconfidentialdiscussionsandfor strengtheningthe spirit of 

fellowship.

Theelected,hightrainedandwellknownClubdirectorsguaranteedthatthe casinoperformquality 

workatalltimes.Itwasalsoensuredbythemthatcommunity

abuse,flagrantirregularitiesdon’thappen.Asaresult,theClublifewascharacterizedbypeace,culture 

andbyqualitywork.Thisisprovidedapositiveimpactonthemilitaryculturalorganizationsandsucces 

sfullypromoted asense of togetherness.

ItseemsthattodaytheClub(Casino)movementrestartsagainandinsomecommunitiesandgroupsi

sbecomingpopularagain.Therecouldbeseveralreasonsforthis.Therearesomeregisterednon-

governmentalorganizationcalledthe“casino”becausetheylikethisname.Therearethosewhosaythat

theclubs(casinos)haveagreathistoricaltraditioninour
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country,thereforetheirexistenceisnon-

debatable.Therearesomecasinos,whichareusingtheiroriginalnamesandoperatingintheiroldlocati 

ons.ThisisthesituationinHungarianDefenceForcestoo.Inclassicaltermsthereisn’tanygarrisonClu 

bsinourhomeland.Therearen’tprofessionals(experts),therearen’tpermanentandcontinuousopenin 

ghours,theClublibrarieswere closed, buffets don’toperate as well.

Thecommandersandofficercorpsofbiggergarrisonsbelievethatthereisagreatneedtodayforthecr 

eation ofthecommunityandforcultivatingpersonalrelationships.It

isreferredmanytimesthat"thearmyisabigfamily".However,forthefamilyexistenceitisnecessarya 

space,anobject,and a site, wherethe"familywarmth"can be spread.

Basedonthisthinking,withselforganizationandbyminimalsupportoftheDefenceForcestheGarri 

sonOfficers'Clubwerefounded.ThefirstwascreatedinSzolnok,andtheninSzekesfehervar,inBudap 

estandinVeszprem.Theseclubassociations-becauseoflackoffinancialresources- 

cannotundertaketodomorethanprovidingculturedenvironment,andmeetingsheldtwiceamonth, 

when theyhaveorganizedprograms.

TheyfeelinstinctivelythenecessitieswhichwereofferedbytheOfficers’Clubinearliertimes.Itisn

ocoincidencethatthemostpopularprogramsaretheinformativelectures,communityevents,

andfellowshipdinners.Ifwerememberon

theculturalservicesofferedbytheNationalOfficers'Clubwecannoticethatmuchmoreneededtobedo

ne.However,forthistheself-

organizationandenthusiasmi snotenough:financialas si stance, superi or support, and al ot coll ective 

wisdom are needed.

Hopingthatmydissertationprovidessuccessfulandefficienthelpforthedecision-

makers,I’msurethatthetimewillcomesoonwhentherewillbeagainsuchkindofcommunityspaceswh

ichwillbeabletomaintainandtofillitwithusefulcontentinfavourofthedefenceforcesandofthesoldier

s.DoingtheseallfortheHUNGARIANDEFENCEFORCESandforOURHOMELAND!

NEW SCIENTIFIC RESULTS

1) Isearched,analyzedandevaluatedtherootsoftheHungarianClub(casino)movement,and its 

keyfeatures.

2) BasedonarchivesandonbibliographicalandonpresssourcesIdefinedthedatewhenthefirstOfficer 

s' Clubwascreated(1861).I defineditsestablishmentcircumstancesandthemostimportantfeatures.
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3) Iexploredthecircumstancesofthe0fficers’ClubconstructioninVaciutca(Budapest)in1897- 

1899.Idescribed its operatingcharacteristics.

4) I’mthefirst,whoprovedthefactthatthe0fficers,Clubmadeanenormousworkin1920- 

1944,inordertocollaboratetheofficersandtheirfamilies;tostrengthenthecommunityspirit;towident 

hemilitary-

professionalculture;forthemilitaryeducation,forcivilizedamusement;forintroductiontomoviecult 

ure;forcreatingsportopportunities,forhealtheducation.Itwasespeciallyimportanttodemonstrateth 

atthemostprominentrepresentativesofthesupremepolitical,military,scientificandartisticgroupswe 

reactivelyparticipateinallofthis far-reachingprocess.

5) Isummarizedbrieflythecurrentstatusoftheculturalinstitutionsofthe

HungarianDefenceForces.BasedonthisandontheresearchresultIformulatedconclusionsandrecom 

mendations forthecurrentandfuture tasks regardingOfficers’ Clubs.

RECOMMENDATIONS, 

THE PRACTICAL APPLICATIONOF RESEARCH FINDINGS

Thethesiscanbeusedfordomesticculturalmattersinordertoinformdecision- 
makingandexecutivebodies,inordertoprovideinformationabouttheoperationandcharacteristicsoft 
he NationalOfficers’Club.

The thesiscan beutilized for the experts oftheMinistryof Defenceand theDefence Staffto 
disputethe componentsandknowledge relating to the currentcluboperation.

It can beused for MoDexperts workingon human/culturalfieldswhocanbenefitfrom 
theinformationandfindingsfor their decision makingactivities.

Itcanbeusedtogiveinformationforculturalassociationsandcivilsocietyorganizationsbeingin 
connectionwiththe HungarianDefencewhen theyareoperatingtheir ownclubs.

ItcanbeusedforeducationalmaterialforcadettrainingorinsocializingprogramscreatedbyLudovi
kaBattalion.
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Name:Ferenc

PappRank:Colonel

Place and dateof birth:Cibakháza,

09.03.1961.Maritalstatus:married(2children)Cit

izenship:Hungarian

Permanentaddress/phone: 1118 Budapest,Rétközutca 45/B II/2tel: 06-30 210- 

1209;HM:21-187

Studies:

1975-1979 TiszapartiGimnázium in Szolnok;

1979-1983 KossuthLajos MilitaryCollege in Szentendre (artillerybranch);

1992-1995 Janus PannoniusUniversity(JPU)Pécs (humanactivitiesbranch).

1998-2004 Zrínyi Miklós NationalDefenceUniversity(ZMNDU),DoctoralSchool 
ofMilitarySciences

Otherstudies:

1987-1988 Theatre directingcourse (NationalCenter for Public Education);1991- 

1992Intermediatepublic culture course (HungarianInstitute for Culture-ELTE); 

1993 OrganizationalDevelopmentcourse (JPU,

Pécs);1996-1997 German basic

languagecourse(ZMNDU);1997-1998 Germanintermediate 

languagecourse(ZMNDU);1999-2000 Russianintermediate 

languagecourse(ZMNDU).
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Job experience:

In1983-1990IwasworkinginCegledattheArtilleryBrigade,until1985asanartilleryofficer 

afteras an instructor for culture.

In1990-

1994IwastheheadinstructorofpubliceducationresponsiblefortherelatedactivitiesintheEast

ernpartofHungary,stationedinCegled,focusingonmilitarylibraries,clubsand

otherprofessionals.

In1994IbecameanofficerforhumanactivitiesattheZrinyiMiklôsMilitaryAcademyanduntil

2007Ifulfilledmanypositionsrelatedtohumanandculturalactivities.

From 2007 -  with somesmallchanges in tasks and positions -
I ’mworkinginMinistryofDefenceattheOfficeofSocialRelationsandTributeinofficeheadp
osition.

Others:

ThroughmymilitarycareerIwastwotimesachievinghigherrankinshorterpromotionperiod 

in 1994Ibecame captain, in 2001 lieutenantcolonel.

From 15thNovember 2011Iwaspromoted fortherank ofcolonel.

Fields ofinterest:

CulturalOrganization(educationmanagement,humanresources management)

Hobby :music,movie,reading
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